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CONTACT NUMBERS    

 

Your Brevard Veteran Services Team             633-2012 
       or South Area (Toll Free)         952-4700, ext. 2012  

 

E-mail:   john.fecteau@brevardcounty.us   
 

OTHER NUMBERS OF INTEREST 
 

Brevard VA Outpatient Clinic                           637-3788 
     or if long distance (Toll Free)            1-877-878-3878  

 

Brevard VA Clinic Enrollment           637-523/3522/3542  
 

Brevard VA Clinic Volunteer Services              637-3517 
 

VA Regional Office (Toll Free)                  800-827-1000 
 

DEERS Enrollment-TRICARE  
     for Life Enrollment                                       494-2276 

 

CHAMPVA for Life                                 1-888-289-2411 
 

USEFUL VETERAN WEB SITES  
 

Brevard Veteran Services Team:  
www.brevardcounty.us/veterans/   

 

The VA’s main Web Site:  www.va.gov   
 

The Florida Department of Veteran Affairs: 
www.floridavets.org   

 

The St. Petersburg VA Regional Office: 
www.vba.va.gov/ro/south/spete  ������� 
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A Veteran is someone who, at one point in his life, 
wrote a blank check, made payable to “The United 
States of America” for an amount of “up to and 
including my life.” 
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Veterans Memorial Center – President’s Message 
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CELL PHONES FOR SOLDIERS 
 

Old Cell phones can be dropped off at the Veterans Memorial Center, 400 S. Sykes Creek 
Parkway, Merritt Island, Florida, which is an “official” drop-off point for old cell phones that will 
be converted into phone cards for our troops.  Drop off 7 days a week, Monday thru Saturday, 
from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm and Sunday, from Noon to 5:00 pm. 
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Twas the night before Christmas,  
he lived all alone, 
in a one bedroom house made of 
plaster and stone. 
 

I had come down the chimney 
with presents to give 
and to see just who 
in this home did live. 
 

I looked all about, 
a strange sight I did see, 
no tinsel, no presents,  
not even a tree. 
 

No stocking by mantle, 
just boots filled with sand 
on the wall hung pictures 
of far distant lands. 
 

With medals and badges,  
awards of all kinds, 
a sober thought  
came through my mind. 
 

For this house was different,  
it was dark and dreary, 
I found the home of a soldier,  
one I could see clearly. 
 

The soldier lay sleeping,  
silent, alone,  
curled up on the floor  
in this one bedroom home. 

The face was so gentle,  
the room in such disorder,  
not how I pictured  
a United States soldier 
 

Was this the hero  
of whom I’d just read? 
curled up on a poncho,  
the floor for a bed? 
 

I realized the families  
that I saw this night,  
owed their lives to these soldiers  
who were willing to fight. 
 

Soon round the world,  
the children would play,  
and grownups would celebrate  
a bright Christmas Day. 
 

They all enjoyed freedom  
each month of the year,  
because of the soldiers,  
like the one lying here. 
 

I couldn’t help wonder  
how many lay alone, 
on a cold Christmas Eve  
in a land far from home. 
 

The very thought  
brought a tear to my eye,  
I dropped to my knees  
and started to cry. 

The soldier awakened  
and I heard a rough voice, 
“Santa, don’t cry,  
this life is my choice; 
 

I fight for freedom,  
I don’t ask for more,  
my life is my God,  
my country, my corps.” 
 

The soldier rolled over 
And drifted to sleep, 
I couldn’t control it, 
I continued to weep. 
 

I wept for hours,  
so silent and still 
and we both shivered  
from the cold night’s chill. 
 

I didn’t want to leave  
on that cold, dark night, 
this Guardian of Honor, 
so willing to fight. 
 

Then the soldier rolled over, 
with a voice soft and pure, 
whispered, “Carry on Santa, 
it’s Christmas Day, all is secure.” 
 

One look at my watch,  
and I knew he was right. 
“Merry Christmas my friend, 
and to all a good night.” 
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HAPPY NEW YEAR  
 

We have a tradition of making New Year’s Resolutions.  What will yours be? 
 

Matthew 6:34, “Take therefore no though for the morrow: for the morrow shall take 
thought for the things of itself.  Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.” 
 

One day at a time is all we have.  Tomorrow may never come.  Concentrate on today 
only.  Each day of our lives will have an effect on someone else. 
 

January 1, 2012, will be the first day of a 365-page book for each of us.  Every day 
after that begins with a blank page.  What will the book read like when finished? 
 

I Corinthians 11:31, “For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.” 
 

I wish each one a very healthy and happy new year! 
 
 

God Bless Our Troops and Veterans, 
God Bless You, and God Bless America 
Rev. Daniel V. Mix, Chaplain 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
VETERANS OUTREACH 
 
Prayer List:    
 

····  Ed Walsh, Glenn Snodgrass, Gary Ridenour, Nick Ben inate, Ed Barnett, Bob 
Glanville, and Hutch Hutchison who is recovering from knee replace ment surgery. 
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TABLE TENNIS CLUB 
 

Meets 
Every Monday 7:30-10:30 pm & 

Every Wednesday 7:00-10:00 pm 
 

For more information, call 
Danny Nail (784-2152) or  

Bill Durban (799-3878) 

�

1���9��	����
�9��
����  
Tuesday 12:30 

Wednesday 12:30 
Thursday 12:30 

 

For information, 
Jewell & Bill Schick at 452-2387 

 

�
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FOR RENT 
Hourly or Daily Rates 

At the Beautiful 
Veterans Memorial Center  

 

Call 453-1776 for information 
�
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CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES  

Jan 1st  Sun New Year’s Day – Center Closed 
Jan 4th  Wed 9:00 am B.V.C. Board of Directors Meeting at the Center 

Jan 11th   Wed 9:00 am� General Membership Meeting  
Jan 16th  Mon 9:00 am V.M.C. Executive Board Meeting  
Jan 16th  Mon Martin Luther King Day Observed 
Feb 1st  Wed 9:00 am B.V.C. Board of Directors Meeting at the Center 
Feb 8th    Wed 9:00 am� General Membership Meeting  

Feb 14th   Tues Valentine’s Day 
Feb 20th   Mon 9:00 am V.M.C. Executive Board Meeting  
Feb 20th  Mon President’s Day Observed 

              

 

All Articles for the February Newsletter  
must be submitted by January 16 th     ����


